Total Project Snapshot Report
2013 Legislature TPS Report 60182v1

Agency: Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient: North Pole Federal Tax ID: 26-4149078

Project Title: Project Type: Other

North Pole - International Federation of Sleddog Sports
World Championships Hosting Costs

State Funding Requested: $80,000 House District: Fairbanks Areawide (1-5)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:

North Pole Economic Development Corporation is requesting $200,000 in support from the State of
Alaska to host the 2013 IFSS world Championships

Funding Plan:

Total Project Cost: $400,000
Funding Already Secured: ($320,000)
FY2014 State Funding Request: ($80,000)
Project Deficit: $0

Detailed Project Description and Justification:

The IFSS is a federation of national sled dog sports associations and other national or international organizations
contributing to sled dog sports on an educational, scientific, or technical level. One of the IFSS objectives is to gain Olympic
recognition of sleddog sports. Our event brought in mushers and skijorers from throughout the world. The previous event
was held in Norway, two years ago and prior to that in Daquam, Quebec four years ago. The IFSS World Championship
alternates between North America and Europe every two years.

To put on this World Championship, in proper form, North Pole Economic Development Corporation has made a
commitment to raise $400,000.00. We are raised $320,000.00 from the business and public sectors from across the state in
cash and in-kind and request $80,000 from the state of Alaska to make us whole. The World Championship held a series of
24 events in North Pole, Fairbanks, and Salcha, during February and March 2013, and facilitated the entry of international
sled dog mushers in other events throughout the State. The associated economic impact to the affected communities was
significant.

Project Timeline:

[Spring 2013

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:

[North Pole Economic Development Co
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Sponsored by: Mayor Doug Isaacson
Introduced and Adopted: September 17, 2012

RESOLUTION 2012-20

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 2013 CAPITAL PROJECT PRIORITIES
FOR THE CITY OF NORTH POLE

WHEREAS, the City of North Pole seeks to provide its residents with a quality level of service and
has levied property and sales tax to cover the cost of most city services, but with a small residential

base is not able to keep up with the entire costs of maintaining an aging infrastructure without grant
assistance; and

WHEREAS, the City of North Pole desires to receive funding from the State of Alaska and the
Federal Government for local capital projects designated as the most urgent; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 12-18 established the priority Utility project request for calendar year 2013
as the North Pole Waste Water Treatment Plant Rehabilitation Project and this Resolution establishes
other Departmental priority and Community projects as follows:

PUBLIC WORKS

Pedestrian Path Connection Project: The Public Works Department seeks state support to help
develop an interconnected network of pedestrian paths throughout the City.

Cost: $1 million for design and construction.

Brief Description and Justification: The City has made a $52,896 matching contribution to the
FMATS pedestrian path connection project scheduled to go to construction in the City in 2013. The
City is requesting funding for the next phase of pedestrian path connects. The City is requesting
funding to connect the pedestrian path that terminates at the intersection of the Old Richardson
Highway and Homestead Road with the pedestrian path on the recently constructed extension of
Homestead Road. The City will construct the pedestrian path to provide an uninterrupted pedestrian
path to the North Pole High School and to the North Pole Library that is to be constructed at the
intersection of North Pole High School Boulevard and Homestead Road. To expedite construction of
the pedestrian path, the North Pole Public Works Department will work cooperatively with the
Fairbanks Public Works Department to perform the environmental assessment and project design.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Priority #1 = New roof for police station

Cost: $150,000, estimated

Brief Description and Justification: The police department roof cover has been repaired extensively
but has not been replaced since the building was built in the 1980°s. The condition of the roofing
material is poor and we are experiencing some leaks. The cost of replacing the roofing material is
substantial; much of this is due to the antenna system mounted on the roof. This antenna must be
removed in order to properly fix and repair the roofing material. The city’s communication system is
housed in the police department and it is vital that we keep this equipment dry.

Priority #2 = Redesign and installation of a heating and cooling system for the police station.

Cost: $75,000, estimated



Brief Description and Justification: The police department is currently housed in the old City Hall
building and this building has inadequate heating and cooling. In the winter the rooms inside the
building get to hot. This is due to heating controls being in the wrong locations. The police
department personnel experience very hot conditions requiring windows to be open at -20 degrees
and colder. This is an inefficient practice and wastes energy. In many of the rooms there is no
cooling. During the summer months the rooms are unbearable. Portable air-conditioning units have
been placed in several rooms in order to make working conditions tolerable.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Priority #1: Grant request for Type One 4x4 ambulance: A grant award to the North Pole Fire
Department would help ensure a timely EMS response and provide for the safety of our responders and
citizens

Cost: $160,000

Brief Description and Justification: The North Pole Fire Department is the third busiest ambulance
provider in Interior Alaska and provides the only ambulance service to an area incorporating the City of
North Pole and the North Star Volunteer Fire Service Area; it provides secondary service as a mutual aid
response elsewhere in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The City is applying for funding to purchase a
2012 or newer type one 4x4 ambulance. The new ambulance will meet current standards and address
firefighter and patient safety. We have estimated the base cost of the new ambulance at $160,000, which is
based on information from ambulance manufacturers and from a recent delivery to the Fairbanks North
Star Borough.

Our current first out ambulance is a 2006 and has 99,000 miles on it. Our back up ambulance is a 2002 that
has over 100,000 miles on it, and our reserve ambulance is a 1993. Our high mileage and long service life
requires the need for a replacement ambulance. With the purchase of the new ambulance it is the intent of the
North Pole Fire Department to move the 2006 ambulance to second out status and place the 2002 ambulance
in reserve status. The reserve ambulance is brought online anytime one of the front line ambulances is down
for repairs.

Priority #2: Grant request for 100 foot Aerial Platform

Cost: $980,000.00, estimated

Brief Description and Justification: North Pole Fire Department is applying for funding to purchase a
100-foot aerial platform to replace a 1983 75-foot Tele-squirt. The new apparatus will meet the requirements of
NFPA 1901 Annex D, which addresses firefighter capabilities and safety, and adds emphasis to required
firefighter safety and operating capabilities of the apparatus. The current aerial that will be replaced does
not meet the NFPA requirements and is well beyond it's 20-year service life. This purchase would provide a
safe, functional, and cost-efficient apparatus.

North Pole Fire Department maintains the only aerial apparatus covering the eastern portion of the Fairbanks
North Star Borough covering over 120 square miles. The nearest mutual aid aerial are located 15 to 20 miles
away which could lead to serious delays for fire and rescue operations. North Pole is home to two oil refineries
and three electric power generation facilities that provide electrical power to the Interior of Alaska, as well as
the bulk of the area's schools, commercial occupancies, and apartment complexes. Daily operational needs
for responding to fire and rescue operations at these target hazards clearly show the need for a dependable
aerial device. The new platform will replace the only aerial apparatus on the east side of the Fairbanks North
Star Borough, catering to approximately 35,000 citizens, protected by three departments. This aerial
responds as a part of the mutual aid agreement to Eielson Air Force Base which has no aerial device within
its department. Within the gates of the Air Force Base are many four story or larger buildings and aircraft
hangers, as well as a tank farm holding the aviation fuel for their aircraft. The new platform will be available
for all participants when needed, which will increase the interoperability between departments.



CITY CLERK

City Administration Archival System:

Cost: approximately $150,000.

Brief Description and Justification: The City has invested $50,000.00 in basic archival equipment,
phase one. The second phase of this project is to acquire the electronic equipment and scanners,
supplies, and training necessary to implement a document archival system. This system will enable
city administration personnel, under the guidance and direction of the City Clerk, to develop an
efficient, compliant archival system and secure records in the event of a disaster, as well as expedite
retrieval of archived documents.

COMMUNITY

Priority #1: Support Request by North Pole Economic Development Corp (NPEDC) for State
Assistance to fund International Federation of Sleddog Sports (IFSS) World Championships to be
held in North Pole February 26 — March 3, 2012

Request: $200,000.00

Brief Description and Justification: The IFSS is a federation of national sled dog sports associations
and other national or international organizations contributing to sled dog sports on an educational,
scientific, or technical level. One of the IFSS objectives is to gain Olympic recognition of sleddog
sports. Our event will bring in mushers and skijorers from throughout the world. The last event was
held in Norway, two years ago and prior to that in Daquam, Quebec four years ago. The IFSS World
Championship alternates between North America and Europe every two years.

To put on this World Championship, in proper form, North Pole Economic Development Corporation
has made a commitment to raise $400,000.00. We are raising $200,000.00 from the business and
public sectors from across the state and request a 50% match from the state of Alaska. The World
Championship will begin a series of 24 events to be held in North Pole, Fairbanks, and Salcha,
during February and March 2013, and facilitate the entry of international sled dog mushers in other
events throughout the State. The associated economic impact to the affected communities will be
significant.

Priority #2: Support Request by the Arctic Winter Games 2014 Host Society for State Assistance:
The Fairbanks 2014 Arctic Winter Games Host Society requests that Governor Sean Parnell include
$1 million in the FY2014 budget for the planning and implementation of the Arctic Winter Games
which will be held in Fairbanks on March 15-22, 2014.

Request: $1,000,000.00

Brief Description and Justification: In February 2011, Fairbanks was awarded the bid to host the
2014 Arctic Winter Games by the Arctic Winter Games International Committee. Since that time,
the Host Society has received $1.5 million in state funding ($1 million in FY2012 and $500K in
FY2013). The Fairbanks AWG Host Society requests an additional $1 million in FY2014 to
adequately fund their overall budget. The total estimated budget is $6,504,852.00; the balance is
being raised by municipal and non-government grants, cash donations and sponsorships, admissions
and sales, and other fundraising.

The funding will be used to continue the work of planning the Games; to hire additional personnel in
the 6 months preceding the Games, establish our Volunteer Program, implement our marketing plan,
acquire the necessary IT equipment and software and to maintain current administrative expenses.



Since January 2012, when a Sponsorship Manager was hired, the 2014 AWG Host Society has made
significant progress in raising funds from the state’s corporate community and individual donors, and
believes that our goals for cash and in-kind donations, as shown on the attached overall budget, from
these sectors are achievable. Nevertheless, it is a heavy lift in the current economic climate so we do
not expect to surpass these goals, making our request for additional state funding critical to our
overall success. The associated economic impact to the Fairbanks / North Pole areas will be
significant.

Priovity #3: Support Request by the North Pole Economic Development Corporation (NPEDC) for
Funding Improvements at the Corner of Fifth Ave. and St. Nicholas Drive within ADOT&PF

Right-of-Way.
Cost: $100,000.00

Brief Description and Justification: The City of North Pole has embarked on a multi-year landscape
and beautification improvement effort and has identified the area between St. Nicholas Drive and the
Richardson Highway along Fifth Avenue as being a major focal point and gateway to our community
that would be greatly enhanced with landscape improvements. The area was recently changed by the
State of Alaska to accommodate the highway improvements required as part of the Dawson Road
Interchange Project with no beautification enhancements being completed. The City of North Pole
and NPEDC have completed several phases of major improvement projects at Santa Claus Lane and
the Richardson Highway. NPEDC, with a permit from ADOT&PF Northern Region, has completed
a professional design for the landscape improvements at the corner of Fifth Ave and St. Nicholas
Drive. Projected total cost of the improvements is $200,000.00, the balance coming from private
donations.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the North Pole City Council endorses and requests
consideration by the Governor and the Alaska State Legislature for the projects herein.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A DULY CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE NORTH
POLE CITY COUNCIL this 17th day of September, 2012.
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The Pavva Inuplaq Dancers lead the
World Champlonships on Thursday evenin

four-, six- and elght-dog class sptints a

BOB ELEY
beley@newsminer.com

It's time to let the dogs ouf. . in

The Internationgl Federation
of Bleddog Sparts Werld Cham-
pionships officially . og::d
with a gala ceremony at. '8

Thursday

Waterfront Lodge

racing to begin.
this' morning at
BtarP%"hinNé‘rth le
there will be 10 days of World
Chamgllonship in North
Pele, Salcha and Fairl 3 dur-
ing the next three weeks. =

‘Fhis weekend’s races feature
two-deg skijoring for men and
the four-dog sled
class today and Saturday. The
gix- and eight-dog olasses will
race today through Sunday and
there is a mass-start four-dog
race also on Sunday.

Today's schedule calls for the
men's two-dog skijoring to begin
at 10 8.m,, followed hy women's
ushing at 11 am., &:

evening, now it's time for the '
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starts with festivities
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Sam Harrel/News-Minef
of athietes during the opening cevemony far the International Federation of Sleddog Sports
at Pike's Lal PRarticlpants 18 countries, including the United States, will compete in
the one and two skijoring events at Moming Star Park in North Pole.
More than 80 athletes and to thunderous applause for all
hundreds of sled dogs will be the participants and others who
comp in the events that wereon hand for the event.

wraps up with

oy
o
17 in conjunction with the Open
North American Champlonship
sled dog race on 3
in downtown Fairbanks,
The list of participati
nations has grown to 13 wi

the addition of Russia.
8 ceremo- -

o Th .evening’
ny included the e of ath-
letes led by the Pavva Inupiaq
Dancers that started on the fro-
zen Chena River and

went uj
the boat ramp at Pike's muf

ing and into the Binkley Room
at Pike’s Waterfront ;i

a performance by the
dance group, which included
audience participation, weleom-
ing speeches from Fairhanks
North Star Borough Chief of
Staff Jeff Jacobson and North
Pole Mayor Bryve Ward, the ath-
lotes’ and officials’ oaths, IFBB
president Bengt Pohten of Swe-
den officlally apened the games

de skijor, pulk and relay © ““And’now. let me officially
. rﬁm next week on the Salcha i

race March 15-

‘Avenue rﬁclain a Swedish nawspaper

open the IFS8 World Champi-
onships 2018,” he said.

During his comments before.
declaring the event-open, Poht- |
en mentioned a line from an

ollowing the Swedish Champi- - |
onships & couple of weeks ago.

“Isn’t - having _the world
championships “in Alaska like |~
having the soccer world cham= | .
pio:uhiﬁin Brazil,” he quoted | -
the eassaying.

1 think it’s wondetful tosee | . - |
people from all over the world |
come together for this event,”
Pohten said. “You could see the
intensity and fun the juniors
were having today and let’s hope
we have 10 days of the same
kind of weather as today.”

Information: www.northpole
championships.com.

A list of athletes through

Feb. 19 is in vodag;e Sports

8am HamreyNews-Mi
Sprint dog musher Molﬁ Reynolds,
Salcha, and skijorer Andy , of Fa
hanks, lead the U.S. team in the parade

Beorehoard on
Contact the
athletes during the opening cerermony.

department at 459-7681.
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F'SS races.
<ick off at
noon Friday

By BOB ELEY
beley@newsminer.com

The pomp and circum-
tance is tonight, the all-
at racing starts on Friday
norning.

Welcome to the Interna-
sional Federation of Sleddog
Sports World Champion-
ships.

The opening ceremonies
for the event are scheduled
for 5:30 tonight at Pike’s
Waterfront Lodge with the
parade of athletes scheduled
for 6 p.m., followed by the
draw for starting positions
in the four-, six- and eight-
dog class and the one and
two-dog skijoring events.

Participants from a doz-
en countries, including the
United States, are involved
in this year’s event, which
is being sponsored by the
North Pole Economic Devel-
opment Corp.

Other coumtries-include
Australia, Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Nor-
way, Spain, Scuth Korea and
Sweden. '

There are at least 19 team
in the four-dog class, which
starts at noon Friday and
Saturday. Sunday there is
a separate four-dog mass-
start race, also scheduled for
noon.

The six-dog class will have
a minimum of 15 teams and
starts at 1 p.m. Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, with at
least 13 teams competing at
2 p.m. each day.

Saturday’s schedule opens
at 10 am. with 13 partici-
pants in the two-dog skijér
race, which is a two-ddy
event. There are 13 entrants
in the women’s two-dog ski-
jor event, starting at 10 a.m.
on Friday and Saturday.

Racing in the one-dog ski-
jor class, one;dog p one-
dog combined skijor and pul-
ka and one-dog skijor relay
will take place next Monday
through Thursday on the
Darrell Coe Nordic Racing
Trails at Salcha Elementary
school. *

Races are scheduled for
11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Mog-
day through Wednesday and
the relay is set for 1 p.m.
next Thursday.

SPORTS D3"

Eric Engman/News-Miner

Amanda Byrd leans into a corner while competing in the six-dog class in North Pole. '

SLED

Continued from Page D1

“I had a nice clean run,
the gates were up and the
fences were where they
were supposed to be so it
was very nice.

Jay Olmstead, a four-dog
musher from New York, had
one little bobble in the four-
dog class. He went off the
trail by a couple of sled
lengths, but he wasn’t com-
plaining one bit.

“1 like it and the dogs
seemed to enjoy it,” Olm-
stead said. “It was all flat
and the dogs really like
that.”

Today’s schedule calls
for the men’s two-dog ski-
jor at 10 a.m., the women'’s
two-dog skijor at 11 am.,
the four-dog class at noon,
the six-dog class at 1 p.m.
and the eight-dog class at
2 pm.

As far as the competition
goes, the women’s two-dog
skijor event is the closest
with Norway’s Yvette Hoel
leading Finland’s Marika
Tiiperi by six seconds after
Hoel won the opening heat
in 18:38.

Vesa-Pekka Jurvelin of
Finland is the men’s skijor
leader after a winning time
of 18:03. Svein Ivar Moen of
Norway is second in 18:38.

Canadian Kati Dagenais
grabbed the eight-dog lead .
in 35:38, with Jason Dun-
lap of Fairbanks second in
36:01. .
Jessica Doherty of Team
USA leads the six-dog class
after a run of 17:01, while
teammate Ami Gjestson has
the runner-up spot in 17:43.

Lena Boysen Hillestad of
Norway topped the four-dog
class in 15:02, while Cata-
rina Sodersten of Sweden
was second in 15:49.

Complete results are in
today’s Sports Scoreboard

on page D2. ,
Contact the News-Miner
sports department at 459-7581.
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“Monday, March 4, 2013

Gold M

dal Mayhem

Dog teams battle for position In the first tum of
noon at Morning Star Park In North Pole. Norway

BOR ELEY
n¢wsminer.com

Out of the mayhem came
the group of mi at the
International’ Federatfon of
SleddogSpn:ats m%;;d
Champiaj oh y
afternoon. 7 e

On another perfect day
for racing at Morning Star
Park in North Pole, medal-
ists were crowned in three
more eventg, including a
16-team four-dog mass start
race, gomething never before
seen in the Interior.

“It was thing I've

Mass start race adds a bit of excitement 10 IFSS World Championships

finished 11th in the 5.7 mile
race with a time of 16 min-

turning
didn’t dare look fo either
side. I just stayed focused on
going straight ahead.

“It was a good experi-
ence,” she added. “I would

do it again, maybe with a |
li‘ttle more strategy next |

time.”

Nl)rway’s Lena Boysen

Hillestad won her second

ggld rqedal 'of these.world

the International Federation of Sledddog Sports Winter World Champlonship four-dog mass start race on Sunday after-
's Lena Boysen Hillestad won the race to earn her second

Casey Thompson phato

gold medal.

never done before and it
was definitely exciting,”
Fairbanks musher Jennifer
Probert-Erhart said Sunday
evening after the awards
ceremony at the Hotel North
Pole.

Sixteen teams of four
lined up on the starting line
and when the flag dropped
they all charged across the
field and headed for the first
turn, a sharp right where
they met the groomed trail.

“It was crazy at the start-
ing line,” Probert-Erhart
said. “It was so loud with 64
dogs on the starting line. It
was way louder than hook-
ing up a regular team.”

Probert-Erhart said she
tonk a cautious aporoach

P P g a
winning time of 14:58. That
was 22 seconds ahead of
silver medalist Elin Bjork
of Sweden. American Lilly
Stewart won the bronze
medal in 15:29.

After the snow had settled
from the mass-start race, the
six- and eight-dog classes fin-
ished up their events.

American Jessica Doherty
captured the six-dog gold
medal with a three-day time
of 53:09, finishing almost
four minutes ahead of sil-
ver medalist Ami Gjestson of
Fairbanks, who made three
trips around the 6.6-mile
trail in 56:62. Rachel Kin-
vig of Canada captured the
bronze medal in 57:13.

American Kourosh Par-

- |
Dave Partee/Sleddogstudio.com
at Moming Star Park at the start of Sunday’s four-dog race.

Teams charge across the athletic field

Canadian Kati Dagenais five were Probert-Erhart in ing Trails at Salcha Elemen- and the women’s 10K race at
won the eight-dog class gold 1:51:40 and Chistochina’s tary School today through 12:30p.m. There are 18 men
medal in 1:46:30. Evelyn Beeter in 1:51:55. Thursday, for the one-dog and 15 women scheduled to
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IF8S World

Championships
Friday’s Results
Fom-‘m Class

(6.7 Miles)
1. Lena Boysen Hillestad, Norway,
15:02; 2. Catarina Sodersten, Sweden,
16:49; 3. Quentin Souller, France, 33:60;
4. Elin Bjork, Sweden, 16:17;°6. Sussi
Gronberg, S8weden, 16:22; 8. Amy Coo-
per, USA, 16:22; 7. Jennifer Probert-
Erhart, USA, 16:86; 8. Lilly Stewart,
USA, 18:37; 0. Amy Maclean, USA,
16:62; 10. Ken Bernard, Canada, 16.68;
11. Jennifer Sterling, USA, 16:58; 12.
Rachel Kinvig, Canada, 17:05; 13. Jay
Olmstead Jr, USA, 17:23; 14. Kou-
rosh Partow, USA, 17:23; 16. Kathy
Faryniartz, USA, 18:13; 16. 16. Clint
Graham, Aurstralia, 18:34; 17. Grace
Bailey, USA, 22:30; 18. Debra Castro

(NB), USA, 26:26 ; 18. Jessica Doherty, ||

USA, Scratch.
Six-Dog Class
(6.6 miles)

1. Jessica Doherty, USA, 17:01; 2. Ami
Gjestson, USA, 17:43; 3. Rachel Kinvig,
Canada, 17:63; 4. Phillip Friedlander,
Australia, 18:04; 6. Kourosh Partow,
USA, 18:21; 6. John Perry, USA, 18:22;
1. Ken Bernard, Canada, 18:27; 8. Kim-

berly Wells, USA, 16:31; 8. Brooke |
Hartum, Canada, 18:32; 9. Beverly ||

Stevens, 18:43; 10. Alekgandr Moskvi-
chev, Russia, 18:27; 11. Amanda Byrd,
Australia, 18:69; 12. Christian Taveau,

France, 19:12; 13. Grace Bailey, USA, |

19:82; 14. Patricia Hnatuik, Canada,
19:63.
Eight-| Class
(12 miles)
1. Kati Dagenais, Canada, 35:38; 2.
Jason Dunlap, USA, 36:01; 3. Christian
Taveau, France, 36:18; 4. Mari Hoe-
Raitto, Norway, 86:30; 5. Jennifer Prob-
erf-Erhart, USA, 36:42; 6. Kris Rasey,
USA, 46:42; 1. Evelyn Beeter, USA,
36:46; 8. Brooke Hartum, Canada,
317:01; 9. Edward Arobio, USA, 88:00;
10. Michael Tetzner, Germany, 38:05;
11. Seo Hyunchul, South Korea, 28:15;
12. Jennifer Sterling, 38:44; 13. Lisbeth
Brax Olofsson, (NB), Sweden, 43:87.
Men 2- Skijor
(6.6 Miles)

1. Vesa-Pekka Jurvelin, Finland,
18:03; 2. Svein ivar Moen, Norwa
18:38; 3. Ynge Hoel, Norway 18:43; 4.

bt

Samuli Ninnanen, Finland, 19:37; 8.

Greg Jurek, UBA, 20:15; 8. Kale Cas:g. 1

21:24; 7. Mike Christman, USA, 21
8. lvar Appelman, Netherlands, 21:69;
9. Andrew Warwick, USA, 22:39; 10.
Chuck Pratt, Australia, 24:40; 11. Larry
Nichvolodov, New Zealand, 34:05;
John Eriksson, scratch.

Women 2-Dog Skijor

(6.6 Miles)

1. Yvette Hoel, Norway, 18:38; 2.
Marika Tiiperi, Finland, 18:44; 3. 8ara
Johansson, Sweden, 18:47; 4. Kelley
McGrath, 20:26; 6. Stephanie Dwyer,
USA, 20:51; 6. Christina Turmar), 20:68; |



cﬁﬂsﬂan Taveau,

at Marning Star Park In North Pole.

Scandinavian competitors take first three IFSS gold medals

By BOB ELEY
beley@newsminer.com

Two skijorers from Finland and
a musher from Norway were the
first three gold medalists in the
International Federation of Sled
Dog Sports Winter World Champi-
onships at Morning Star Park in
North Pole.

Marika Tiiperi and Vesa-Pekka
Jurvelin captured the women’s and
men'’s skijoring titles on a brilliant-
ly sunny Saturday afternoon, while
Lena Boysen Hillestad captured the
four-dog skijoring titles.

Meanwhile, Jessica Doherty of
Team USA and Kati Dagenais of
Canada increased their leads in the
six- and eight-dog classes, which
conclude this afternoon at Morning
Star Park off Badger Road near the
intersection of Hurst Road, behind
the Star of the North Academy
charter school.

Today’s action starts at noon
with a four-dog mass start event,
followed by the six-dog class at
1 p.m. and the eighth-dog class at

|
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2pm.

Mushers and skijorers from 13
countries are competing in the
event that continues next
with skijoring, pulk, combined and
relay races at the Darrel Coe Nordic
Racing Trails at Salcha Elementary
School.

The IFSS Open class race will
be run in conjunction with the GCI
Open North American on March
16-17 in downtown Fairbanks.

Tiiperi overtook Yvette Hoel of
Norway in the women’s two-dog ski-
joring to claim the gold medal with
Sara Johansson finishing third, just
ahead of Americans Kelly McGrath
and Stephanie Dwyer.

Tiiperi went into Saturday’s sec-
ond 6.6-mile heat trailing by eight
second, but she had the fastest time
of the day Saturday, finishing in
18:40, while Hoel crossed the line
in 18:58.

Those results gave Tiiperi a two-
day time of 37:24, just 10 seconds
ahead of Hoel

Johansson finished two days of
racing in 29:50, followed by Johans-
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Eric EngmaryNews-Miner
One of Jason Dunlap’s dogs
catches its breath in the finish
chute during the eight-dog class
at the IFSS World Championship
sled dog races Saturday after-
noon at Morning Star Park in
North Pole.

son in 39:50, McGrath in 40:13 and
Dwyer in 41:10.

Eric EngmaryNews-Miner

of France, hits the trall during the elght-dog class at the IFSS World Championship sled dog races Saturday afternoon

Jurvelin had the fastest time
both days in the men’s two-dog
skijor event giving him a 46 sec-
ond advantage over silver medalist
Ynge Hoel of Norway.

Norway’s Svein Ivar Moen cap-
tured the bronze medal.

Jurvelin made two trips around
the 6.6 mile trail in 36:24, fol-
lowed by Hoel in 27:09 and Moen
in 37:58.

Saamuli Nissanen of Finland
was fourth in 39:28 and Greg Jurek
of Fairbanks was the top American,
rounding out the top five in 39:58.

Boysen Hillestad ran away with
the four-dog class, finishing 1:36
ahead of French silver medalist
Quentin Soulier. Amy Cooper of
Team USA earned the bronze
medal, finishing just two seconds
behind Soulier.

n Hillestad logged a two-
day time of 30:13. The four-dog
class raced 5.7 miles each day.
Soulier finished in 31:29 and Coo-
per posted a 31:41.

Please see RACE, Page C6
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Norway's Svein ivar Moen, and Vietor Carrasco Garrero,
SIoddo..lpon: Winter wﬂﬂm Champlonshigs men's ohe-dog skijor event &t the Darvell Coe

of Spain, cross the finish line on Monday In the Intemationa
Nordlc Racing Tralls In Salcha.

Dave Partesfyladdogstudio.com
Pedeération of

Jurvelin, Hoel win skijor titles on Darrell Coe trails in Salcha

By BOB ELEY
b newsminer.com

Skijorers from Bcandinavian
cquntries dominated the podium
Monday as the International Fed-
eration of Sleddog Sports Winter

1d Champl ps shifted from
orth Pole to Balcha.

Vesa-Pekka Jurvelin, of Finland,
won his seeond gold medal of these
world championships Yvette Hoel,
of Norway, earned the women's
title in the one-dog shijor compe-
tition on the Darrell Coe Nordic
Racing Traile at Salcha Blemen-

urr Schpol. .
t was another brilliantly sunny
and relatively warm day for the

competitors as temperatures again
rqsa into the teens and low 205 as
17 men and 17 women their
akilla on the well-groomed trails in

The finish erder for the to
:tmmnmmmlythenm:
aﬁniahordamthuwn-douki-

event last at Morning
&Jx Pa:}hiln North dle. i i

urve captured the gol
while Norwny'z Ynge Hoel and
Bvein Ivar Moen 4 to
:]n.lled the silver and

;Iurvelln completed the hilly 18-
e vsconds bosting Hoal by 314

.9 secon af 06l !
seconds

Hoel crossed the line in the

nze med-

interval start even in 80:38.2, while
Moen posted a time of 84:152.6.

Bamuli Nissanen, of Finland
garnered fourth place in 82:12.9
and Spain’s Victor Carrasco Car-
rero was fourth in 88:68.8.

Mike Christman, of Noeng:,
Wis., was the top American fin-
isher in sixth plage with a 84:45.0,
while Greg Jurek, of Fairbanks,
finished eighth in 85:29.6.

Norway’s Yvette Hoel won the
women’s title, ooverin% thewi(;;

ometer courge in 19:07.5, wit

or teammate Susannah Kelly fin-
ishing just 6.4 seconds off the pace
in 19:14.0.

Marika Tiiperi, of Finland, gold
medalist in the two-dog event,
earned the bronze in 19:81.1.

Rounding out the top five
were Sweden’s S8ara dohansson in
20:86.4 and Salcha’s Jamie John:
son was fifth in 21:41.3 to lead the
Team UBA contingent.

Racing rejumes at 11 a.m.
in Salcha with the one-dog
events. The men start at 11 am
and the women ragp at 12:80 p.m.

In a pulka rage, a sled
containing 70 pereent of the dog't
welght, i3 attached to the dog anc
the skier is hooked up to the pul
ka

There are 10 men and sever
women regiatered fur today's rac
es.
Gontact tie News-Mingr sportt
department at 488-7881.
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Last Saturday, thousands into fine eurls. “We wanted to make ita sen said, the Ivory Quest year, participants could
out for the “The goal is just to have  party.” drew nearly 70 it hase two minutes off
nial start of the Iditarod in —.S.._:m fun,” said Jeff Estensen, The reemmates devised  — almost too many. their time for a donation
Ancherage. In North Pole Lott one of the race arganizers. a formula. ¥ yon skijored or “We don't want it to a friend’s medical bills.
mushers from across the Estensen held the pre-race mushed to the bar, you'd get get so big that it becomes Last Saturday, racers
circumpolar north cempsted S e mesting in the bar. A group a 15-minute penalty for the a burden to anybody,” biked, skied, skijored and
the International Fed- of friends had marhed the first dog you employed, five stensen said. Everyon mushed for bragging righ
eration of Sleddog Sparts This Alaska Lite conrse with surveyer stakes minutes for the second, two involved with the race and an Ivory Jack’s gift
Winter World Champion- the night before. Estensen minutes for each additional. velunteers. The race has ne certificate. Some tracked
ships. Young ckiers fought race consists of two loops, made sure everyone knew That evened the trail, soto  entry fee no medais and their mandatory hour
the Flint Hills Town both ending at Ivory Jack’s. the route, which varies a bit speak. Semeone without dog no T-shirt. Advertising the bar clesely. Others
Race Beries at Birch Hill. There's a mandatory one- each year depending on trail power eould still win the limited to word of meuth drank Pabst Blue Ribben
About noen, Ivary Jack hour layover at the bar i conditions race. and a Fassbook page. Still, and seamed to forget they
the Goldstream Valley, between. You may ski, aki- It was billed as the 15th Then they came up with for a group of die-hard fans were competing at all. The
welcomed a different sort jor, mash, bike or run. You annusl Ivary Quest, though  the beer bonus: 8 two-min and Goldstream residents, day warmed into the low
of competitor for a differ- may drink. In fact, drinking that may not be entirely ute deduction for each beer it's become something of 20s.and became the sort of
ent sart of race: The Ivary might improve your chances accurate. Race veterans a racer consummed. They cultural institution. early-spring afterncon that
Quest. of winning. Mare on that i agree that the eriginal built a spreadsheet to do the Like all cultural smells like clean laundry and
“] was about $o go slg- a minute. Quest happened, probably, math. institutions, the race makes you squint against
jor on my ewn and friends Saturday's race drew 35 maybe, in 1998. A group “The purpose-of the changes and adapts. a brilliant sun that fattens
told me about the race,” entrants, if not for the com-  of friends were livingin a drinking in the raee is not Since its beginnings as an evary hill, berm and trail
Drew Barrington said. “Se petition, then perhaps for rental on Leta Street in the to encourage drinking, innovative house party, “People are having fun,
thonght, ‘Why not do the pageantry that’s become Geldstream Valley. As win- Schmabel said, “but to dis- many of the race originaters Estensen said as he took
with a_group?” a popular Ivary Quest fea- ter dragged en, they looked courage competition. have started families. That the racers during the
The Ivory Quest deesn’t ture. One womean wore a for ways to pass the time. No ene-can say whether mesns a new formula: layover. “They’re having
shew up in many official biue wig. Another racer “We wanted to start the race has happened every take a child on your sled good time. That hat
calendars ar sanctioned sported tights crisscrossed a race from our house to year since that first run- and you'll get a 15-mimite afl about
event listings. Held in late F&mwn‘!gEo Ivry Jack’s and back to our ming. But it's been pretty deduction from yeur final Lgnne Lott teaches journalism
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Norway’s Yvette Hoel, left, and Susannah Kelly lead the pack from the

IFSS Winter World Champlonships

starting line of the mass start com!
Wednesday at the Damell Coe Nordic Racing Tralls behind

Erc
bined skijor pulka race during the
Salcha Elementary School. The palr stayed

M ner

neck and neck through the race, treating the spectators to a photo finish, Each competitor completed two laps around the course, men's
7.5K and women's 5K, one lap pulka and one skijor.

Kelly beats Norwegian teammate Hoel by on

By BOB ELEY
beley@newsminer.com

There’s only one way Wednes-
day’s women’s combined race at
the IFSS Winter World Champion-
ships could have been any closer
and that’s if it would have finished
in a dead heat.

Susannah Kelly and her Nor-
wegian teammate Yvette Hoel fin-
ished just one-tenth of a second

apart in a mad sprint to the finish .

at the Darrell Coe Nordic Racing
Trails in Salcha.

The combined race for women
features skiers in a 5K mass start
pulka race, then a switch to a 5K
skijor. The same dog is used for the
entire race.

Kelly made up a fi d def-

-

icit in the skijor event to overcome
Hoel and claim the gold medal,
while Sara Johansson of Sweden
earned the Bronze medal another
20 seconds off the pace.

Hoel was in the lead after the
pulka competition with a time of 9

inutes, 34.5 d d to

Kelly’s 9:39.7, but Kelly registered
a 9:05.0 in skijoring for a total of
18:44.7 and Hoel posted a 9:10.3
for an 18:44.8

Johansson notched a pulka time
of 9:56.1 and the second-fastest
skijor time of 9:08.6 to cross the
line in 19:04.7.

A pair of Finnish skiers round-
ed out the top five at Kati Man-
sikkasalo Jurvelin took fourth in
20:46.1 and Marika Tiiperi was
fifth in 20:47.6.

Ludovic Coulaux, of France, switches from pulka to skijor.

The next five finishers rounded
out the field with Canadians Kar-
en Koehler (24:51.0) and Karen
Koehler (30:17.1) finishing sixth
and seventh, followed by Ameri-
cans Kristen Lippmann (30:42.3,
Rebecca Voris (32:16.1) apd Sun-
nifa Deehr (34:48.1).

Canada’s Erin Trochim did not
start the race.

Finland’s Vesa-Pekka Jurvelin
made it a clean sweep of all four
men’s Nordic events, picking up
the men’s 15K combined victory
with a 26.4-second win over Nor-
way’s Svein Ivar Moen. Ynge Hoel
of Norway captured second place

in 80:06.

Jurvelin won the two-dog skijor
event last weekend at Morning
Star Park in North Pole and fol-
lowed that up with a one-dog skijor
win on Monday and a two-dog ski-
jor victory on Tuesday, both the on
the Coe Trails at Salcha.

Jurvelin finished in 29:19.6,
Moen crossed the line in 29:46.0
and Hoel finjshed in 30:06.5.

Hoel actually led the race after
the pulka with a 15:06.4, followed
by Moen in 15:09.6 and Jurvelin in
15:11.5. However Jurvelin pulled
away in the skijor with a run of
14:08.1, while had a 14:36.56 and

Eric Engman/News-Miner

Hoel at 15:00.2.

Fourth place went to Finland's
Samuli Nisanen in 80:38.0, fol-
lowed by Franc's Ludovic Coulaux
in 34:15.9, American Kale Casey in
88:39.5, American Scott Aimone in
39:16.9 and New Zealand’s Larry
Nichvolodov in 1:18:37.1.

Aot 1 and
American Jason Sperry did not
start.

The Nordic events wrap up at
11 am. today in Salcha with a
national mixed relay — skijor, pul-
ka, skijor.

Contact the News-Miner sports
department at 459-7581.

o finish



Gric Engmany/News-Miner
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Finland's Jurvelin

By BOB ELEY
be/eEnevvsminer.com

The 2013 International Fed-
eration of Sled Dog Sports Winter
Warld Chnm";lonsh!pl have been
gpldan for Finland’s Vesa-Pekka

uryelin.

He captured his third gold
medal of the event Tuesday after-
noon when he sped away from
rivrh in the mer's 16-kilometer
pulka competition at the Dar-
rell Coe Nordie Racing Trails in
Salcha.

Jurvelin and Norway's Ynge
Hoel and Svein Ivar Moen have
finished 1-2-8 in all of the skijor-
ing and pulka events during the
during the first five days o radr:ﬁ
at Morning Star Park in No
Pole and now in Balcha.

It was another beautiful day
for competition for Nordic events
with temperatures in the 20s and
bright blue skies overhead.

In the pulka race, the his
hooked to a pulka sled containing
40 percent of the dog's weight.
The skier is connected to the sled,

gathers first-plac

instead of two the dog as in a nor-
mal skijor race.

Jurvelin completed his tri
around the hilly course in
minutes, §2.1 seconds to win the
vvenm:y more ‘;hm a ml‘:nm

e won gold m

cmndoges:

wo-dog skijor last weel an

captured the one-dog skijor title
on Mo at Balcha.

Moen was the runner-up in
36:04.4, which was 1:32.8 bel
the three-time champion from
Finland.

Moen took the third spot in
89:16.7, more than four minutes
behind the winner.

Reunding out the field in the
seven-team race were Samuli Nis-
sanen of Finland in 43:18.8, Kale
Casey, ch; on? American in the
tace, in 48:47.6, Ivar Iman of
Netﬂorhndn in 48:64.7 and Larry
Nichvolodov of New Zealand in
48:64.7.

Hans Appelman of the Neth-
erlands an ericans Jason
Sperry and Scott Aimone did not
start

The women's race also attract-
ed seven teams and Yvette Hoel
of Norway earned her second
straight victory in a tight race
with Finland's M Tiiperi
Norway's Susanpah Kelly nnJ
Bweden’s Sara Johansson.

Hoel finished second in the
two-dog skijor at North Pole and

e medals at IFSS championships

won Monday one-dog skijor race
at Salcha.

In Tu s pulka ruce, Hoel
;t;m l;u%“ wﬂ. :&KB course :12
:32.8, Tii 4 secon
behind i nxgs.o. lly took
third in 28:06.9 and Johansson

was fourth in 28:88.6

Canada's aren l&ehlot
(26:568.8) and e O’Donnell
88:42.8 took the nest two spots
and American Kiersten Llprman
rounded out the field in 42:47.0.

Today is the combined skijor

ulka race, with the men start-
tag at 11 a.m. and the wemen at
12:80 p.m.

The men will
kilometers, then ov another
7.6K. The women do B kilo-
meters in each discipline.

The Nordie evehts sonclude
Friday with a mixed skijor-pula-

8| rela;
kgl?l:e ll‘g‘ﬂ Winter World Cham-
pionships coneluda with the Open
class mushing on March 15-17 to
be run in egnjunction with the
Open North American,
Co the News-Miner sports
at 489-7884.

ylka for 7.6
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

April 9, 2013

Senator John Coghill
State Capitol Room 119
Juneau, AK 99801

Representative Doug Isaacson
Capitol Room 13
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Coghill and Representative Isaacson,

North Pole Economic Development Corporation put in a bid to host the International
Federation of Sleddog Sports World Championship (IFSS WCh) in early May of 2012. In
June of that year we won the bid to host the event, which is held every two years and
alternates between Europe and North America. In 2011 the IFSS WCh was held in
Oslo, Norway and in 2009, Daaquam, Quebec. We were successful in selling interior
Alaska as a destination to some of the best sprint mushers and skijorers in the world.

IFSS WCh events started in North Pole on February 26 with the Junior North American
held in North Pole, a first for our community. We had international, national and
local teams participate in the event. Events continued with the March 1* world
championship races with women’s and men’s 2 dog skijoring competitions and the 4
dog, 6 dog, and 8 dog mushing races. On March 3™ we had a 4 dog mass start with 20
competitors leaving the starting line at the same time, another first for the Interior
mushing community and North Pole! This was followed by four days of Nordic skijoring
races in Salcha — whose trails were deemed to be among the best in the country. The
races were accompanied by special social and awards events at various venues in
North Pole, Fairbanks and Salcha that were attended by racers, their families and their
handlers.

Competitors from 13 countries attended the 2013 IFSS WCh. Represented in this
year’s event were competitors from Australia, Canada, Finland, France, Germany,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Russia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, and the
United States. There were more than 120 competitors; many of them racing more
than one event. Accompanying the racers was a couple hundred support crew and
hundreds of spectators (not to mention 500 dogs). The 19 days of racing activities
culminated with eight IFSS mushers racing in the Open North American March 15 -17.
The United States took gold and silver medals with Sweden taking the bronze!

The economic impact of this event on the community is estimated to be $1,000,000.
Bed tax and sales tax data is still being tabulated, but it is estimated direct spending by
the 300 visitors was approximately $400,000, a needed boost in the winter months.
When direct, indirect and induced spending is calculated, the total economic impact
from the event is $1,000,000.



North Pole

Economic Development Corporation

NPEDC received generous community support, through cash and in-kind donations.
Despite the generous support, NPEDC provided up front cash, equipment and human
capital to make the event successful. We are asking for a $200,000 capital
appropriation to replace some of the capital we used to make the IFSS WCh a world
class event. The past eight months have been spent on making sure the
championships were conducted in a safe and professional manner that showed the
communities of North Pole, Salcha, and Fairbanks in a good light.

We now have hundreds of ambassadors spreading the word about this great event
and our great community. We believe this is worthy of your support in the capital
budget. Your support through a capital appropriation will ensure we can support
future events and grow the economy of our community.

Thank you in advance for your support. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you

need further information.

Respectfully,

=, A

Buzz Otis, Executive Director



